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ATTUAL SURVEY CF WATERTOWL BRZEDLIG GROUDS UUDIERTAY

Studies which will serve as a basic for next fall's woterfowl hunting regoula~
tions arc now getting widerway, the U. 3. Depnrtment of the Interior roported
today. Tish and Wildlife Service personnel and cooperating tecnicians from state,
private, end Cenadian conscrvation organizations are moving into the field for the
anmual survey of the breeding grounds of ilorth Jmerica's migratory woeterfowl,

Thile last winter's inventory showed a decline in the dbreeding potentisl of
the contirent's waterfowl, Service officials point out that favorable conditions
on the breeding grounds of the prairie states and in Canada could offset the drop
in nurbers noted in thie winter census. Lack of water and poor breeding conditions,
however, could cause a further decline,

Facts to be gathered tils spring and summer by the breeding-ground surveyors
will include the size and distribution of breeding flocks of waterfowl, the avail-
ability and distribution of water areas and grouad cover for nesting and drood
raising, znd counts of the young birds produced. These facts will then be analyzed
to zive a corplete picture of waterfowl in North America., VWaen corbined with the
results of tae mid-winter inventory they will form the basis for the hmting regu-
lations for next fall,

Biologists engazed in the breeding zround studies also vand large samples of
birds in as meny areas of the couwntry as possidble. The bmding work is done to
ald in dclineating the flyweys of the various species and to determine the time,
routes, and period of migration, Such worlz also aids in studies of population
turmover, age and sex ratios. The roturn of bands by humters gives an index to
hunting pressure and population survival.

Because 1t is physically impossible to moke a complete coverage of the coanti-
neatts vast brecding grounds, the Service and cooperating ezencies detormine popu—
lation trends by surveying sample arcas. The samc arces arc coverced. cach vear at
about tac same time and by the sanme method.

Dominion and Provincial wildlife conscrvation personncl arc cooperating with
the Fish and Wildlife Scrvice in Conada -~ scrving as mosboers of acrinl creows doing
caensus worlz by the transcct method, snd as menbors of ground parties which inspect
breeding habitat, moke brood counts, and rccord nesiing data. Similar coomcration
is being provided by state conscrvation agencies in the United States. Ducss
Unlirgited studies and banding in Canadn will also supply importent information to
ti1c Service.
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